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While Pathway Methodist Church has a newer name, its roots are deep in the community. Pathway was first known as the First Methodist Episcopal Church because it was truly the first church established in what is now the city of St. Joseph in 1830. After meeting in a simple frame church for many years, the Methodists were able to build a beautiful brick church at the corner of Broad and Main Streets, which was dedicated in 1869.  They brought with them a bell that had been purchased for $500 in 1859. That bell and one of the elegant stained glass windows are now on display at Pathway, located at 2950 Lakeview Avenue.

The historic First Methodist Episcopal Church, designed in the style of Gothic Revival with Italianate elements, was a notable landmark in downtown St. Joseph. Once construction of the current church building began south of town on Lakeview in 1968, wrecking crews tore down the century-old church in December 1970. But not before church member Ken VanderMolen climbed up a tall tower on the northwest corner and rescued the bell from the steeple. 

Anne VanderMolen, the widow of Ken, recalls how proud he was of saving the bell. Ken and his brother Bob VanderMolen had the bell polished at their Alloy Foundry in Benton Harbor and ready in time for the dedication ceremony at the new church. The bell is displayed in a garden at the entrance. It is a favorite gathering place for today’s church members, especially the youth. Pastor Dan Colthorp, formerly the Director of Youth Ministry, recalls many confirmation classes gathering around the bell to take a picture on Confirmation Sunday.  “However,” Pastor Colthorp shared, “my favorite memories are the youth mission trip kids posing around the bell for a group photo before heading out to do great things for the Lord!”

A stained glass window, also from the historic First Methodist Episcopal Church, is a recently returned treasure after taking a rather winding journey through St. Joseph. In 1970, when the church was in the process of being demolished, member Don Rimes walked over and asked the workmen if he could have the window that was dedicated to his great-grandfather and great-grandmother, Thomas and Julia Rimes. The workmen proceeded to remove the window, folded it into thirds, and handed it over to Don. 

The window sections were then tucked away in the attic at the Rimes & Hildebrand department store downtown for safekeeping. When the building was sold in 1999, the window was rescued for a second time by Marilyn Rimes-Herrman, a daughter-in-law of the owner Don Rimes, who had a love for and appreciation of history. 

The next part of the window’s journey took place in 2019 when Marilyn decided to have the window restored by May Schultz Reed, who sells her stained glass at the Charteuse Art Gallery in downtown St. Joseph. Marilyn said, “She did a beautiful job and was able to source glass from the factory that was still in business and had manufactured the original glass. When she set the restored window sections, she suggested that I have a frame custom-made to stabilize it and she arranged for this.”

After the restoration work was completed, Marilyn donated the window to the Heritage Museum in August 2020, during the COVID pandemic. Earlier this spring, after the Heritage Society sold their building, the window was found in the basement storage of the museum.  Believing the window belonged to the original Congregational Church in downtown St. Joseph, because the museum building was on those grounds, the Heritage Board gave the window to the current First Congregational Church located on Niles Avenue.  So in 2024, the stained glass window was in a church again, but the wrong house of the Lord!

At this point the window needed to be rescued again, and sure enough, it was by a Rimes family member. Marilyn’s son, Ben Rimes, is the Cubmaster of Pack 623 sponsored by the First Congregational Church. Ben spotted the window and recognized it as being a part of the historic First Methodist Church. Delivery was arranged to bring the window back to its Methodist roots.

Pathway members enthusiastically embraced the stained glass window coming back to its church home. Trustee Jerry Tomaszewksi handcrafted a wood frame to hold the window upright for display.  Member Heather Duschek, who has learned how to make stained glass herself, said, “My impression was that the purple coloring was reminiscent of royal purple, as well as the royal red floral accent at the top, signified Christ as our King. It is very beautiful stained glass.”

The public is invited to view the historical bell and stained glass window at Pathway Methodist Church. The church is open Monday through Friday from 8:00 am to 1:00 pm and holds worship services on Sunday mornings at 9:00 and 11:00. More in-depth historical information may be found on their website at www.PathwayMethodist.org.
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‘The First Methodist Church at the comer of Main and Broad streets, ca. 1925. Dedicated in 1869, the
building was demolished in 1970. (Courtesy Heritage Museun & Cultural Center)
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